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compares his teacher, the Neoplatonist Chrysanthius, 
with Pythagoras, Archytas of Tarentum, Apollonius, 
'and those who revered (rrpoaKvv'raavTes) Apollonius', 
'all of whom merely seemed to have a body and to be 
men'.45 In the contemporary west, Apollonius became 
the device of militant paganism. Nicomachus Flavianus, 
one of Eugenius' most prominent supporters, either 

adapted or translated Philostratus' work.46 The appear- 
ance of Apollonius on 'contorniates' probably expresses 
the same atmosphere.47 

The activity of Nicomachus is inseparable from 
another work also probably of the late fourth century, the 
Historia Augusta. The author refers to Apollonius in two 

passages, both of which are relevant to the question of his 
cult. The first is notorious. Severus Alexander had in his 
lararium not only the deified emperors but optimos electos et 
animas sanctiores, including Apollonius and, so a contem- 

porary author averred, Christ, Abraham, Orpheus, and 
others of the like.48 The distinction between Apollonius 
and the other 'souls' may suggest that the author found 
him in his source and was inspired to add the three others: 
there is nothing inherently unlikely in Alexander's 
worshipping a person to whom his divine father had 
erected a sanctuary.49 The other names, however, clearly 
reflect the pagan polemics of the late fourth century.50 
The second reference to Apollonius is equally revealing. 
The emperor Aurelian, marching east against Palmyra, 
was blocked by the resistance of Tyana and determined to 
destroy it. However, he had a vision of Apollonius, 'that 
sage of the most celebrated fame and authority, an ancient 
philosopher, truly a friend of the gods,51 himself worthy 
to be worshipped as a divinity (numen)'. Aurelian recog- 
nized the 'venerable philosopher' from the portraits 
which he had seen in many temples52 and, dissuaded from 
his purpose, promised him 'a portrait, statues, and a 
temple'. The historian proceeds to extol Apollonius as 
one who 'gave life to the dead, and said and did much that 
was more than human'; the curious are referred to the 
books written about him in Greek; in fact the author 
himself, 'if the favour of the great man permits', will 
write his own brief account (HA Aurel. xxiv 2-9). It is 
clear from the mention soon after of a translator called 
Nicomachus (ibid. xxvii 6) that he is thinking of the 
translation of Nicomachus Flavianus; probably the whole 
incident is drawn from another work of Nicomachus, the 
Annales.53 However, the author has not only read Nico- 
machus, but imbibed some of his spirit. Apollonius is 
'more than human', a saviour, and his 'favour' still oper- 
ates beneficently in human affairs. 

The way in which the Historia Augusta talks of Apol- 
lonius and his continuing influence on mankind recalls the 
new epigram, and it is tempting to place it in the context 
of the struggle waged by paganism and Christianity in the 
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fourth century.54 Yet it has been seen that such language 
does not go far, if at all, beyond the domestic divinisation 

exemplified by many funeral epigrams of the high 
empire, so that a third century date is not to be rejected. 
But if the date must therefore remain in doubt, there is no 
doubt of the importance of this new text for the history of 

Apollonius and his legend. 
C. P. JONES 

University of Toronto 

54 Compare the not dissimilar Neoplatonic inscription G VI 1283, with 
the discussion of P. Boyance, Le culte des Muses (Paris 1937) 284-91 (Bull. 
1938 574); I plan to argue elsewhere that the inscription published by W. 
M. Ramsay, CR xxxiii (1919) 2, is Neoplatonic and not Christian as 

usually assumed. Cf. also MAMA viii 487, with Robert's discussion, 
Hellenica xiii (1965) 170-1. 

Datis the Mede 

Professor R. T. Hallock generously allows me to pub- 
lish here his text and translation of the hitherto unpub- 
lished Persepolis Fortification Tablet Q-I809, to which he 
has referred in Cahiers de la delegationfran(aise en Iran viii 
(I978) I I5. 

17 mar-ri-is 2KAS.lg m.Da-ti-3ya gal-ma du-is 
4hal-mi m.sunki-na 5ku-iz h.Is-par-da-mar 6pir-ra-da- 
zi-is 7riz-zi-i[s] h. 8Ba-ir-[sa] 9m.sunki-rik-ka pa-ras 
l?d.ITU.lg llSa-mi-man-rtal 12h.be-ul 27-um-13me- 
na h.Hi-da-li 

1-37 marris beer Datiya received as rations. 4-5He car- 
ried a sealed document of the king. 5-9He went forth 
from Sardis (via) express (service), went to the king (at) 
Persepolis. 1?-13 ith month, year 27. 13(At) Hidali. 

On its left edge it bears Seal 201, which should belong 
to the supplier at Hidali. It appears in the same position 
there two months earlier on PF 1404. Earlier seals for 
suppliers at Hidali are Seals 84 (this and not Seal 201 is on 
PF 1408) and 138. The seal on the reverse is a small stamp, 
with figure at left facing an altar with an animal on it, 
with a moon above. 

A beer or wine ration of 70 quarts marks its recipient as 
a very high personage. The figure recurs on PF i558 as the 
ration of Abbatema the Indian, who travels in consider- 
able style (see Lewis, Sparta and Persia [Leiden 1977] 5 
with n. 14; his rations vary considerably, and he only gets 
30 quarts in PF I556), and has been suggested as a likely 
ration for apparent sisters of the king (Hallock, loc. cit.). 
To our knowledge it is only exceeded by Parnaka, uncle 
of the king and chief economic official of Persis, who is on 
90 quarts (PF 664-5), and Gobryas, father of Mardonios, 
one of the greatest men of the kingdom, who is on IOO 
quarts (PF 688). It is therefore very tempting indeed to 
identify Datiya with Datis the Mede, commander, along 
with the king's nephew, of the Persian expedition to 
Marathon in 490 (Hdt. vi 94.2). The only objection seems 
to be the unassuming seal, but this may belong to a guide 
acting for him. 

That a high official on a journey should be qualified 
with pirradazil confirms Hallock's view (Persepolis Fortifi- 
cation Tablets 42) that the word is not a title in the strict 
sense, but may rather qualify the nature of the journey 
and the facilities to be extended to it. Since horses are also 
so qualified (PF I672.5, I700.3, 2061.4, 2062.5, 2065.4), it 
may be that the special facilities involve special horses (cf. 
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Lewis op. cit. 57 n. 5I). It has already been observed 

(Persepolis Fortification Tablets 42) that such journeys are 
either under royal authorisation (PF 1285, 1320, 1321, 

I329, 1335) or going to the king (PF I3I5, 1319, 2052); 
even in the apparent exception (PF 1334) the messengers 
may be going to the king. 

Though Datiya is going to the king, it is the king's 
authorisation he is carrying. Journeys are generally auth- 
orised from their point of origin (for apparent exceptions, 
see Lewis, op. cit. 5 n. 14, 8 n. 3 I, and add the unpublished 
Q-90I, 23rd year, Ioth month, where Bakabana, based in 
Susa, authorises travellers from Sardis to Paraka, prob- 
ably only for the last section of their journey), and it may 
be that in normal circumstances only the king authorises 

returnjourneys (cf. perhaps PF 13 18, I474, PFa 3 I.I3-I5). 
It is at any rate clear on this occasion that Datiya has been 
on a round trip to Sardis and is now at Hidali, only three 

stages from the king in Persepolis, on his return journey. 
Hallock estimates this as at least four days' journey on 
foot, but he will have travelled faster. 

The Persepolis tablets have rarely shed direct light on 
the highest politics, but this seems to be an exception. The 
date lies betweenJanuary 17th and February isth, 494, in 
the winter before the closing campaign of the Ionian 
revolt. It was always likely that Datis had had some 
experience in the Ionian revolt before his command 

against Eretria and Athens in 49o, but clear evidence has 
been lacking. It now appears that he may have been sent 
by the king in person on a tour of inspection and co- 
ordination before the final campaign. Tithraustes' corres- 
ponding mission to Asia Minor in 396/5, with letters 
giving him the right to give orders to all satraps and the 
task of disposing of Tissaphernes, perhaps offers the clo- 
sest parallel. No light is thrown on the question of how a 
Mede rose so high. 

There is the unsolved question about the Lindian Tem- 
ple Chronicle, which describes an undated attack by Datis 
on Rhodes (FGrH 532 D). This is hard to fit into Hero- 
dotus' description of his movements in 490, and there is 
some temptation to use it as evidence that he was fleet- 
commander in 494 (see e.g. Burn, Persia and the Greeks 
[London 1962] 2 IO, 2 18). All that can be said on the harder 
evidence of our tablet is that, if he reported to the king 
very quickly, he could have been back in the summer to 
command the fleet in the Aegean. Datis rapidly passed 
into Greek popular myth (see Raubitschek, in K. 
Schauenburg, ed., Charites [Bonn I957] 234-42), and it is 
the more gratifying to have him for once pinned down on 
a real occasion. 

Lewis op. cit. 57 n. 5I). It has already been observed 

(Persepolis Fortification Tablets 42) that such journeys are 
either under royal authorisation (PF 1285, 1320, 1321, 

I329, 1335) or going to the king (PF I3I5, 1319, 2052); 
even in the apparent exception (PF 1334) the messengers 
may be going to the king. 

Though Datiya is going to the king, it is the king's 
authorisation he is carrying. Journeys are generally auth- 
orised from their point of origin (for apparent exceptions, 
see Lewis, op. cit. 5 n. 14, 8 n. 3 I, and add the unpublished 
Q-90I, 23rd year, Ioth month, where Bakabana, based in 
Susa, authorises travellers from Sardis to Paraka, prob- 
ably only for the last section of their journey), and it may 
be that in normal circumstances only the king authorises 

returnjourneys (cf. perhaps PF 13 18, I474, PFa 3 I.I3-I5). 
It is at any rate clear on this occasion that Datiya has been 
on a round trip to Sardis and is now at Hidali, only three 

stages from the king in Persepolis, on his return journey. 
Hallock estimates this as at least four days' journey on 
foot, but he will have travelled faster. 

The Persepolis tablets have rarely shed direct light on 
the highest politics, but this seems to be an exception. The 
date lies betweenJanuary 17th and February isth, 494, in 
the winter before the closing campaign of the Ionian 
revolt. It was always likely that Datis had had some 
experience in the Ionian revolt before his command 

against Eretria and Athens in 49o, but clear evidence has 
been lacking. It now appears that he may have been sent 
by the king in person on a tour of inspection and co- 
ordination before the final campaign. Tithraustes' corres- 
ponding mission to Asia Minor in 396/5, with letters 
giving him the right to give orders to all satraps and the 
task of disposing of Tissaphernes, perhaps offers the clo- 
sest parallel. No light is thrown on the question of how a 
Mede rose so high. 

There is the unsolved question about the Lindian Tem- 
ple Chronicle, which describes an undated attack by Datis 
on Rhodes (FGrH 532 D). This is hard to fit into Hero- 
dotus' description of his movements in 490, and there is 
some temptation to use it as evidence that he was fleet- 
commander in 494 (see e.g. Burn, Persia and the Greeks 
[London 1962] 2 IO, 2 18). All that can be said on the harder 
evidence of our tablet is that, if he reported to the king 
very quickly, he could have been back in the summer to 
command the fleet in the Aegean. Datis rapidly passed 
into Greek popular myth (see Raubitschek, in K. 
Schauenburg, ed., Charites [Bonn I957] 234-42), and it is 
the more gratifying to have him for once pinned down on 
a real occasion. 

Christ Church, Oxford 

The Trireme Controver 

The order in which the following cont 
does not reflect any editorial view on the r 
of the cases argued. 

M. Basch on triremes: some obs 

Herodotus informs us at ii 159 that Ph 
(61o-595 B.C.) built and employed trirem 
terranean and Red Seas. In a recent study I 
the traditional view that these triremes we 

Christ Church, Oxford 

The Trireme Controver 

The order in which the following cont 
does not reflect any editorial view on the r 
of the cases argued. 

M. Basch on triremes: some obs 

Herodotus informs us at ii 159 that Ph 
(61o-595 B.C.) built and employed trirem 
terranean and Red Seas. In a recent study I 
the traditional view that these triremes we 

195 195 

than Phoenician in origin.' That case may be summarized 
as follows: 
(i) Thucydides believed (i 13) that the trireme had been 
invented in Corinth during the Cypselid tyranny (c. 
657-583 B.c.) and that it was almost immediately taken 
over by the Samians.2 
(2) The standard refutations of Thucydides' statement are 
invalid.3 

(3) The Corinthians and Samians were excellently placed 
in Egypt to hand on the invention.4 
(4) An Egyptian stele, probably dating to the Saite-Early 
Persian Period, bears a Carian inscription in association 
with two crude graffiti representing ramming warships 
which are certainly of a Greek type. This fits perfectly 
with the fact that Carian and Ionian mercenaries are 
known to have occupied naval bases in Egypt from c. 664 
to c. 570 B.C.5 

(5) The early history of the trireme in Phoenicia is 
shrouded in obscurity. The textual evidence for its inven- 
tion at Sidon before 676 is worthless and in general our 
data on the history of the type are compatible with the 
view that it arrived in Phoenicia from the Aegean as part 
of a general movement which also brought it to Egypt.6 
(6) The suspicion that there is a tradition of Egyptian 
reliance on the Levant in ship-design and ship-construc- 
tion is unfounded. Available evidence proves no more 
than a dependence on the area for high-quality timber.7 

In a critique published in a previous volume of this 

journal M. Lucien Basch attempts to counter most of 
these arguments and raises a number of additional points.8 
In the present study attention will be concentrated on 
those issues which particularly require comment. 

(i) The question of reconciling the internal chronologi- 
cal contradictions ofThuc. i 13.1-4 is taken no further by 
M. Basch. Therefore, my reasons for arguing that Thucy- 
dides believed in a Cypselid date for the invention of the 
trireme at Corinth remain unimpaired by his study. It is a 
fundamental principle of all historical research that, if 
there is no good reason to doubt the validity of a piece of 
evidence, we must proceed as though it were correct. It 
may not be but the historian's profession becomes im- 

possible if such a principle does not apply. The issue, 
therefore, becomes one of determining whether there is 
good reason for doubting what Thucydides clearly 
believed the truth to be-and that brings us to the next 
point. 

(ii) In attacking the hoary argument that sophisticated 
weaponry will immediately achieve general acceptance, I 
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D. M. LEWIS pointed to two instances where this clearly did not 
happen: the breech-loading rifle, first used in the British 
Army in 1776 but not generally issued until I865, and the 
quadrireme, invented at the very beginning of the fourth 

sy century B.C. but absent from the Athenian fleet until c. 
330. The slow adoption of both inventions I attributed to 
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JEA Iviii (1972) 268 ff., hereafter Lloyd (1972). The conclusions ofboth are 
summarized in my Herodotus Book II. Introduction (Leiden 1975) 32 ff. 

2 
Lloyd (1972) 276 if.; (1975) 52 ff. ervations 3 Id. (i975) 53 if. 

(1975) 55 f. 
laraoh Necho II 5 (975) 59 ff 
Les on the Medi- (97) 49ff 

7 (I975) 51 ff 
I put the case for 8 'Trieres grecques, pheniciennes et 6gyptiennes',JHS xcvii (i977) I f. 
ere Greek rather 9 Lloyd (1975) 54. 


	Article Contents
	p.194
	p.195

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of Hellenic Studies, Vol. 100, Centennary Issue (1980), pp. i-xii+1-302
	Front Matter [pp.i-302]
	Alexander and the Iranians [pp.1-21]
	Blindness and Limits: Sophokles and the Logic of Myth [pp.22-37]
	Law, Custom and Myth: Aspects of the Social Position of Women in Classical Athens [pp.38-59]
	Sur la chronologie de la vie et des oeuvres d'Eunape de Sardes [pp.60-72]
	The Battle of the Granicus River [pp.73-88]
	Eisangelia in Athens: A Reply [pp.89-95]
	Family Tombs and Tomb Cult in Ancient Athens: Tradition or Traditionalism? [pp.96-126]
	Plutarch's Adaptation of His Source-Material [pp.127-140]
	The Freedom of the Greeks of Asia: on the Origins of a Concept and the Creation of a Slogan [pp.141-154]
	Lollianos and the Desperadoes [pp.155-181]
	Notes
	Lucian Timon 4: Another Case of σκηπτόν/σκη̑πτρον? [p.182]
	Rufinus, AP v 60 [pp.182-184]
	Artemis Eukleia and Euripides' Hippolytus [pp.184-185]
	The Athenian Treaty with Samos, ML 56 [pp.185-188]
	ΑΙΓΑΙΩΝ in Achilles' Plea to Thetis [pp.188-189]
	ΒΟΥΠΟΡΟΣ ΑΠΣΙΝΟΗΣ [pp.189-190]
	An Epigram on Apollonius of Tyana [pp.190-194]
	Datis the Mede [pp.194-195]
	M. Basch on Triremes: Some Observations [pp.195-198]
	M. le Professeur Lloyd et les trières: quelques remarques [pp.198-199]
	A Peripatetic Constitution [pp.199-201]
	Notes on Xenophon of Ephesus Book v [pp.201-204]
	A Greek Painting at Persepolis [pp.204-206]
	The Midnight Planet [pp.206-208]
	The Tribes of the Thirty Tyrants [pp.208-213]

	Notices of Books
	untitled [p.214]
	untitled [pp.214-215]
	untitled [p.215]
	untitled [p.215]
	untitled [pp.215-216]
	untitled [p.216]
	untitled [pp.217-218]
	untitled [p.218]
	untitled [pp.218-219]
	untitled [p.219]
	untitled [pp.219-220]
	untitled [p.220]
	untitled [pp.220-221]
	untitled [pp.221-222]
	untitled [pp.222-223]
	untitled [pp.223-224]
	untitled [pp.224-225]
	untitled [pp.225-226]
	untitled [pp.226-227]
	untitled [p.227]
	untitled [p.227]
	untitled [pp.227-228]
	untitled [pp.228-229]
	untitled [p.229]
	untitled [pp.229-230]
	untitled [pp.231-232]
	untitled [pp.232-233]
	untitled [p.233]
	untitled [pp.233-234]
	untitled [pp.234-235]
	untitled [p.235]
	untitled [pp.235-236]
	untitled [pp.236-237]
	untitled [pp.237-238]
	untitled [p.238]
	untitled [p.238]
	untitled [p.239]
	untitled [pp.239-240]
	untitled [pp.240-241]
	untitled [p.241]
	untitled [pp.241-242]
	untitled [pp.242-243]
	untitled [pp.243-244]
	untitled [p.244]
	untitled [pp.244-245]
	untitled [pp.245-246]
	untitled [pp.246-249]
	untitled [pp.249-250]
	untitled [p.250]
	untitled [pp.250-251]
	untitled [pp.251-252]
	untitled [p.252]
	untitled [pp.252-253]
	untitled [pp.253-254]
	untitled [p.254]
	untitled [pp.254-255]
	untitled [pp.255-256]
	untitled [pp.256-257]
	untitled [pp.257-258]
	untitled [p.258]
	untitled [pp.258-259]
	untitled [pp.259-260]
	untitled [pp.260-261]
	untitled [p.261]
	untitled [pp.261-262]
	untitled [p.262]
	untitled [pp.262-264]
	untitled [p.264]
	untitled [pp.264-265]
	untitled [p.265]
	untitled [pp.265-266]
	untitled [pp.266-267]
	untitled [pp.267-268]
	untitled [p.269]
	untitled [p.269]
	untitled [pp.269-270]
	untitled [pp.270-271]
	untitled [p.271]
	untitled [pp.271-272]
	untitled [p.272]
	untitled [p.272]
	untitled [pp.272-273]
	untitled [p.273]
	untitled [pp.273-274]
	untitled [pp.274-275]
	untitled [pp.275-276]
	untitled [pp.276-277]
	untitled [p.277]
	untitled [p.278]
	untitled [pp.278-279]
	untitled [p.279]
	untitled [p.279]
	untitled [pp.279-280]
	untitled [pp.280-281]
	untitled [pp.281-282]
	untitled [p.282]
	untitled [p.282]
	untitled [pp.283-284]
	untitled [p.284]
	untitled [pp.284-285]
	untitled [pp.285-287]
	untitled [p.287]
	untitled [pp.287-289]
	untitled [p.289]
	untitled [p.289]
	untitled [p.289]
	untitled [pp.289-290]
	untitled [pp.290-291]

	Books Received [pp.292-299]
	Back Matter





